B-3437

B-3437 - B-3438 1855-1860
18-14 W. West St. (North side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

These three houses are the only remaining early structures on the
north side of this block of West St. 16-18 W. West St. are two story plus
attic, two bay wide brick "half houses," one room deep with only the front
portion of the gable roof built. 14 W. West St. is a two story plus attic
house that seems to have been built contemporaneously with the adjoining
"half houses,'" but which is a full, two room deep house. The remainder of
the block to the east is occupied by a twentieth century warehouse building.
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This pair of two story plus attic "half houses" with gable roof was built
in the late 1850's at the same time as the adjoining two-room deep house, 14
W. West St. Both houses have been covered with stucco.

The houses are two and a half stories in height, 12' wide, and occupy lots
34' deep. Each house is one room deep with a one story high rear addition—-two
bays deep at 16 West and three bays deep at 18 West. The houses are constructed
in running bond but the facades have been stuccoed. The steeply pitched half-
gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice. There is a double rectangular chimney
located along the partition wall between the two houses. Each house also has
a rear end chimney, located at the north end of the addition.

The first and second floor door and window openings have segmentally arched
brick lintels with solid wood tympanums. The attic story windows have no lintels.
All of the sills are brick header sills. All of the window openings are filled
with 1/1 double hung sash. The doors are slightly recessed. There is a modern
flush door set beneath a single light transom at 16 West and a flush door set
beneath a three-light transom at 18 West. The houses sit on low basements, the
entrances being reached by two stone steps each. Each house has a low, rectangular
coal opening located beneath the first floor window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This pair of houses is particularly important for being one of the few surviving
examples in the Federal Hill area of the type of house known as a "half house."

The other similar row of such houses is at 10-16 W. Cross St.

These houses were

designed as rental units for the lowest economic segment of the local working class

The house is built in the style of the common two story plus attic type
of house, but only the front half of the house is built, with one small room on each
floor, and the tightly winding stairs located in the north-east or north-west corner

population.

of each room.

The kitchen was located in a rear addition.

The houses, as well as the adjoining house at 14 West St., were built by John
Ludwig, who lived in, and operated a grocery at a large house on the north-east corner

of Hanover and West Streets (now demolished)

on land leased to Ludwig by Alexander

Gould in 1855, and on land assigned to him in 1855 by Gould's original lessee.l

lBaltimore City Land Records, Liber ED 92, Folio 35; ED 85, Folio 415; Baltimore City
Directory, 1858-59, 1864
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B-343%

EJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Al L
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 12' x 34" each

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ST

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY:BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EB1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE A s .
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DAT
Maryfand Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4f75

STREET_& NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Block 0949 Lots 046-045

Baltimore City

16-18 W. West Street

Baltimore East Quad.

B-3437
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B-3437 16-18 W. West St.
—M.E.H. 4/79
West and south elevations



